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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1961 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Tantobie, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stanley  Urban  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1961. 

It  has  been  a  satisfactory  year  with  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
low  apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles.  Although  the  number  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  number  on  record,  there  is  not  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  the  number  of  notified  cases.  Tuberculosis  still  presents  a  problem 
particularly  in  older  people.  The  most  outstanding  items  on  the  vital  statistics 
are  a  marked  fall  in  the  stillbirth  rate,  slight  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate, 
and  also  in  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate. 

The  investigation  of  perinatal  deaths  (stillbirths  and  infant  deaths)  in  the 
Stanley  and  Consett  areas,  first  started  six  years  ago  by  my  predecessor  Dr. 
Ludkin,  was  continued  during  the  year.  The  scope  of  this  survey  has  increased 
from  year  to  year.  Each  case  is  investigated  in  detail  and  as  far  as  possible  a 
post-mortem  examination  is  carried  out  in  every  case.  This  year  the  number  of 
perinatal  deaths  in  the  combined  area  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

Liaison  with  general  practitioners  and  hospital  medical  officers  remains 
good. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  con¬ 
tinued  support  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROSETTA  HILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  Stanley  and 
Consett  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  Districts: 

Rosetta  Hill,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Shops  Inspector: 

J.  W.  Richards,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

Assistant  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

O.  G.  Oxley,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

District  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

P.  Hunter,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Certificated  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

( Appointed — 17.4.61) 

A.  Morgan,  M.A.P.H.I.  ( Appointed — 27.4.61) 

E.  Johnson,  Cert.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H.  ( Appointed — 30.11.61) 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

E.  Johnson  ( Resigned — 20.11.61) 

A.  Morgan  (Resigned — 26.4.61) 


Clerical  Staff: 

T.  Watson,  G.  W.  Moore,  J.  Bainbridge. 


Rodent  Operator: 
R.  Neill. 
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I.  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  REALTING  TO  THE 


STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  (Acres)  .  12,658 

Population  (Estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46,500 

(i)  Estimated  number  of  children: — 

Under  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,700 

5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,000 

(ii)  Approximate  number  of  Aged  People  (Males  65  years.  Females  60 

years)  .  5,000 

Marriages  in  the  Area  during  1961  .  367 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  14,592 

(i)  Number  of  Aged  Miners’ Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Aged  Persons’  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  318 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,941 

(iv)  Number  of  Houses  and  Shops  combined  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

(v)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  305 

(vi)  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  76 

Rateable  Value 

(i)  At  1st  April,  1961  £355,100 

(ii)  Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1.4.61)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,320 


As  particulars  of  employed,  unemployed  and  disabled  persons  for  the  Stanley  Urban 
District  are  not  now  available,  the  following  figures  cover  the  Stanley  and  Lanchester  areas. 


Approximate  Number  of  Employed  Persons 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(i) 

Coal  Mining 

9,199 

223 

9,422 

(ii) 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering 

908 

26 

934 

(iii) 

Retail  Distribution  of  Food  ... 

748 

940 

1,688 

(iv) 

Local  and  National  Government 

438 

73 

51 1 

(v) 

Catering,  Hotels,  Canteens,  etc. 

78 

148 

226 

(vi) 

Road  Transport 

650 

144 

794 

(Vi  i) 

Engineering  Trades 

1,294 

1,142 

2,436 

(viii) 

Clothing  Factories 

38 

546 

584 

(ix) 

Brick  Making  ... 

134 

13 

147 

(X) 

Insurance 

67 

34 

101 

(xi) 

Miscellaneous  ... 

1,253 

1,551 

2,804 

Totals 

14,807 

4,840 

19,647 

Unemployed  and  Disabled 

(i) 

Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at  the  end 

Males 

Females  Totals  % 

of  1961  . 

513 

100 

613  3.1 

(ii) 

Persons  registered  as  disabled 

734 

48 

782 

(iii) 

Registered  Disabled  who  were  on  the  Tuber- 

culosis  Register  at  31.12.61 

29 

8 

37  4.7 

(iv) 

Disabled  persons  retrained  ... 

1 

— 

1 

(v) 

No.  of  persons  who  have  had  special  rehabili- 

11 

tation  during  1961 

11 

— 

(vi) 

No.  of  T.B.  persons  who  have  had  special 

1 

rehabilitation  during  1961 

1 

— 

(vii) 

Tuberculosis  persons  retrained  during  1961 

1 

— 

1 

(vui) 

No.  of  Registered  Blind  Persons 

56 

68 

124 

(ix) 

(X) 

No.  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

No.  of  Persons  drawing  Blind  Persons’ 

6 

18 

24 

Pension 

2 

4 

6 

(xi) 

No.  of  Blind  Persons  in  receipt  of  National 

Assistance 

31 

63 

94 

(xii) 

No.  Registered  Physically  Handicapped 

23 

59 

Persons 

36 

(xiii) 

No.  Registered  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons 

15 

13 

28 

(xiv) 

No.  Registered  Hard  of  Hearing 

3 

3 

6 

Note:  Persons  shown  in  (x)  are  all  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance  and 

are 

also  included  in  the  figures  in  (xi). 

Items  (viii)  to  V(xiv)  are  for  Stanley  Area. 
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DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 


(see  Appendix  *4) 


Live  Births  : — 

Stanley 

England 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

County 

Number 

728 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.66 

17.4* 

18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Stillbirths  : — 

1.9 

3.1 

Number 

12 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1.000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

16.22 

19.1* 

22  ° 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

I x fa nt  Mortality: — 

740 

— 

— 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1  year) 

21 

— 

— 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1.000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1.000  legitimate  live 

28.85 

21.6* 

23.0 

births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1.000  illegitimate  live 

26.61 

— 

23.4 

births 

142.S6 

— 

27.5 

Infant  deaths  under  4  weeks  ... 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 

11 

— 

— 

per  1,000  total  live  births) 

15.11 

15.5* 

16.3 

Infant  deaths  under  1  week 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 

11 

— 

— 

week  per  1.000  total  live  births) 

15.11 

— 

13. S 

Perinatal  deaths 

23 

— 

— 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 


stillbirths) 

31.08 

32.2* 

35.7 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): — 

Number  of  deaths 

1 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1.000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

1.35 

0.33* 

0.45 

Deaths  : — 

N  umber 

•  •  •  545 

— — 

— 

Rate  per  1.000  population 

11.72 

12.0* 

11.2 

Tuberculosis  Deaths: — 

Number 

2 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1.000  population 

0.04 

0.07* 

o.os 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths: — 

Number 

2 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1.000  population 

0.04 

0.06* 

0.08 

Non -Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Deaths: — 

Number 

Nil 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

0.01* 

O.OOi 

*  Provisional  figures. 


The  standardised  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  area,  i.e..  rates  calculated  in  such  a  way 
that  allowances  are  made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  population,  were  15.06 


and  14.06  respectively.  (Comparability  factors  1.00  and 

1.20  respectively). 

BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate 

357 

35 1 

714 

Illegitimate 

8 

6 

14 

Totals 

(b)  Still  Births 

365 

363 

728 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

12 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

4 

12 

0 


1962 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

No. of  Still  Births 
per  1,000 
population  . . . 

0.60 

0.37 

0.33 

0.40 

0.39 

0.52 

0.54 

0.19 

0.46 

0.26 

No.  of  Live  and 
Still  Births 
per  1,000 
population  . . . 

17.63 

16.83 

15.49 

14.66 

16.54 

16.66 

17.00 

15.92 

16.44 

15.91 

No. of  Still  Births 
per  1,000  Live 
and  Still 

Births  ... 

34.20 

22.25 

21.50 

27.06 

23.99 

31.45 

32.02 

11.86 

28.13 

16.22 

DEATHS 


(a)  Infant  Deaths 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year  was  21  (28.85  per  1,000  live 
births) :  11  of  these  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life.  In  the  previous  year  there 
were  21  infant  deaths  (28.95  per  1,000  live  births).  The  rate  for  Durham  County 
is  23.0  and  England  and  Wales  21.6. 

The  number  of  stillbirths  which  occurred  during  the  year  was  12,  giving  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  16.2  per  1.000  live  and  stillbirths.  This  compares  with  the  rate 
of  22.2  for  Durham  County  and  19.1  for  England  and  Wales. 


It  is  estimated  that  perinatal  deaths  (stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  in  the 
first  week  of  life)  account  for  80  per  cent  of  the  total  loss  of  infant  life  from  the 
28th  week  of  pregnancy  to  the  end  of  the  first  year. 


This  is  the  sixth  year  during  which  a  detailed  investigation  of  perinatal 
deaths  has  been  carried  out  in  the  Stanley  and  Consett  Urban  districts.  The 
scope  of  this  survey  has  increased  from  year  to  year;  each  case  is  investigated 
in  detail  and  as  far  as  possible  a  post-mortem  examination  is  carried  out  in  all 
cases.  This  year  for  the  first  time  detailed  consideration  was  given  to  the 
presence  of  avoidable  factors  associated  with  the  cause  of  death.  In  this  con¬ 
nection.  it  appears  that  the  importance  of  adequate  and  thorough  ante-natal 
care  cannot  be  over-emphasised  and  that  it  is  essential  to  have  a  careful  selec¬ 
tion  of  cases  for  hospital  so  that  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  the  available 
maternity  beds. 

There  were  23  perinatal  deaths  during  the  year  and  of  these  18  had  post¬ 
mortem  examinations  by  a  pathologist.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  31.08 
as  compared  with  35.7  for  Durham  County  and  32.2  for  England  and  Wales. 


/ 


(b)  Deaths  (General) 


All  Causes  ... 

Males 

...  286 

Females 

259 

Totals 

545 

1. 

Cardio  vascular: — 

(a)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

42 

50 

92 

(b)  Coronary  disease 

49 

45 

94 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

6 

6 

(d)  Other  heart  diseases 

21 

26 

47 

(e)  Other  circulatory  diseases 

12 

7 

19 

Totals  ... 

...  124 

134 

258 

2. 

Cancer : — 

(a)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

4 

9 

(b)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  ... 

18 

2 

20 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

10 

10 

(d)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

. . .  — 

5 

5 

(e)  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

30 

24 

54 

Totals  ... 

53 

45 

98 

3. 

Chest  Diseases: — 

(a)  Pneumonia 

8 

10 

18 

(b)  Bronchitis 

20 

8 

28 

(c)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

11 

3 

14 

Totals  ... 

39 

21 

60 

4. 

Tuberculosis — all  forms 

2 

2 

5. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

6. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

3 

5 

7. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

8. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

1 

3 

9. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

11. 

Pregnancy,  Child  Birth,  Abortion 

. . .  — 

1 

1 

12. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

40 

38 

78 

13. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

— 

5 

14. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

6 

9 

15 

15. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Leukaemia  ... 

2 

— 

2 

18. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

.  .  .  - 

1 

1 

19. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year  were  diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  in  that 
order  of  prevalence. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  diseases  has  decreased  this  year, 
there  being  94  as  compared  with  108  in  the  previous  year.  Forty-nine  of  the 
94  deaths  were  in  males.  The  increasing  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  country 
as  a  whole  has  led  to  much  research  into  its  cause.  Recent  investigations  have 
shown  that  the  amount  of  animal  fat  in  the  diet  may  be  an  important  factor, 
and  that  smoking,  lack  of  physical  exercise  and  the  stress  and  strain  of  life 
may  also  in  some  way  contribute  to  the  cause. 
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There  were  20  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung,  18  of  whom  were  males. 
In  1960,  there  were  13  deaths  (10  males).  The  deathrate  for  lung  cancer  for 
Stanley  was  0.43  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with  0.49  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  the  country  as  a  whole  continues  to  . 
increase.  It  is  now  the  most  common  form  of  cancer  mortality  and  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  almost  23,000  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  year,  pre¬ 
dominantly  in  men  in  the  prime  of  life. 

It  has  been  generally  accepted  for  some  time  that  there  is  a  direct  associa¬ 
tion  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer.  Health  education  should  be 
given  to  children  in  schools  (including  the  primary  schools)  to  warn  them  of 
the  possible  dangers  of  smoking  before  they  start  the  habit. 

There  were  28  deaths  from  bronchitis  this  year  as  compared  with  33  in  the 
previous  year.  This  disease  is  one  of  the  big  problems  in  public  health  in  this 
country;  the  incidence  being  much  higher  than  in  Europe  and  America.  In 
England  and  Wales  it  was  responsible  for  over  30,000  deaths  during  the  year. 
There  is  much  research  being  done  into  the  cause  of  the  disease  and  there  is 
now  evidence  that  atmospheric  pollution  and  cigarette  smoking  may  be 
important  factors. 

During  the  year  there  were  20  accidents  causing  death.  Twelve  of  these 
occurred  in  the  home  (aged  89,  84,  83(4),  80,  58,  45,  27,  36  and  1),  5  occurred 
on  the  roads  (aged  77,  40,  11  and  3(2)),  1  occurred  at  work  (aged  49),  1  drowning 
(aged  33)  and  1  a  fall  in  an  hotel  (aged  52). 

Of  the  12  deaths  which  occurred  from  accidents  in  the  home,  9  were  due  to 
falls.  This  emphasises  the  importance  of  health  education  on  home  safety,  so 
that  those  responsible  for  the  care  of  old  people  are  aware  of  possible  dangers 
and  of  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  prevent  accidents  in  the  home. 

There  were  two  deaths  caused  by  extensive  burns.  Although  flame  resistant 
materials  are  now  available  in  greater  quantity,  there  is  still  disinterest  amongst 
the  public.  The  cost  of  this  material  as  compared  with  flammable  material  deters 
many  people  from  buying  it. 

Of  the  5  deaths  caused  by  road  accidents,  1  was  a  car  driver  and  4  pedes¬ 
trians. 

There  was  1  maternal  death  registered  during  the  year.  The  patient  was  a 
married  woman  aged  41  years  and  the  cause  of  death  was  post  partum 
haemorrhage  and  post  operative  shock. 
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Analysis  of  Infant  Deaths 


Cause 

Age  at  Death 

* 

Under 

1  week 

* 

1-4 

weeks 

* 

1-12 

months 

Bronchitis 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

Prematurity 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

Anaemia 

1 

Totals 

11 

10 

*  As  accepted  and  classified  by  the  Registrar  General. 


Deaths  in  Age  Periods 


Age  at  Death  No. 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

1-  4  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

5-14  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

15-24  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

25-44  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

45-64  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

65-74  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

75  years  and  over  ...  ...  ...  204 


Total  ...  545 
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INFANT  DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


Deaths  under  one  year  were  as  follows 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  ...  8 

Illegitimate  ...  1 


Females 

11 

1 


Totals 

19 

2 


Totals 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 
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II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  Environmental  Circumstances  and  Local  Authority  Services 

(a)  GENERAL 

Water 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  provide  the  public  supply  from  the 
reservoirs  at  Smiddy  Shaw,  Waskerley  Park  and  Hisehope;  filtration  and 
chlorination  being  carried  out  at  Honey  Hill,  Waskerley.  Chlorine  residual  was 
found  in  all  samples  examined  by  this  Department. 


Construction  of  the  new  Derwent  Reservoir,  commenced  on  1st  April, 
1960,  continues  but  it  will,  however,  be  some  years  before  the  work  is  com¬ 
pleted. 


The  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year.  New  water  distribution  mains  were  laid  to  housing  schemes  at 
Good  Street,  Stanley,  Tanfield  Lea,  Shield  Row  and  Flint  Hill  by  the  Board. 

Seven  samples  of  water  were  forwarded  to  the  bacteriologist  for  examina¬ 
tion.  The  results,  graded  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  report 
“  The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1949  ”  were  as  follows: — 


Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Public  water  supply 

Other  sources  of  supply — - 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Springs,  wells,  etc. 

2 

‘ 

1 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

During  the  year  sewage  from  the  district  was  treated  at  the  various  works 
at  East  Tanfield,  Hustledown,  Dipton  and  Rowlands  Gill.  No  extensions  have 
been  carried  out  apart  from  the  laying  of  sewers  to  the  new  Council  housing 
estates  at  Lintz  and  Good  Street  and  repairs  etc.,  to  maintain  existing  services. 


Sanitary  Conveniences 


The  following  are  the  types  of  conveniences  etc.,  in  the  Area: 


Water-closets 
Privies 
Dry  Ashpits 
Ashbins 


15,101 

85 

3,269 

11,554 


Eighty-five  privies  still  remain  in  the  area  owing  to  their  position  or  being 
part  of  sub -standard  property. 

A  number  of  licensed  premises  and  shops  carried  out  improvements  and 
additions  to  sanitary  conveniences  during  the  year. 
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Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 

One  hundred  and  thirty- seven  inspections  were  made  of  filthy  and  vermi¬ 
nous  premises  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  4  informal  notices  on  the 
occupiers  of  these  premises. 


The  following  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Bugs 

Council 

Houses 

7 

Private 

Houses 

3 

Schools 

Totals 

10 

Cockroaches 

7 

6 

1 

14 

Fleas  ... 

.  .  .  - 

1 

— 

1 

Ants  ... 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Woodworm  ... 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Earwigs 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Snails... 

.  .  .  - 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

... 

33 

14 

1 

48 

In  addition  to  the  above,  part  of  a  Council  housing 

estate 

was  treated  for 

red  mite. 

The  free  issue  of  cockroach  powder  to  occupiers  of  infested  dwelling 
houses  was  continued. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  routine  inspections  were  made  of  the  2  premises  licensed 
for  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  an  informal 
notice  on  the  occupier  of  one  of  these  premises  requesting  him  to  cleanse  the 
framework  of  the  stall  and  the  soiled  cages.  This  notice  was  complied  with 
without  delay. 

In  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  distress  to  animals  sold  from  pet  shops 
resulting  from  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  the  Council  make  it  a 
condition  of  issue  of  a  licence  that  the  proprietors  of  pet  shops  should  also 
issue  leaflets  dealing  with  the  feeding  care  and  management  of  each  animal  sold. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

During  the  year  a  complaint  was  received  regarding  a  nuisance  caused  by 
musical  chimes  fitted  to  an  Ice  Cream  Van  and  the  use  of  such  chimes  at  a 
late  hour — our  first  complaint  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act.  The  owner  of 
the  van  was  interviewed  and  he  undertook  to  reduce  the  volume  of  noise 
emitted  by  the  apparatus  and  to  instruct  the  driver  of  the  van  that  it  must 
be  operated  only  between  the  hours  of  12  noon  and  7  p.m. 

A  short  course  of  lectures  on  noise  abatement  and  measurement,  held  at 
Rutherford  College  of  Advanced  Technology,  Newcastle,  was  attended  by 
your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  during  October  and  November. 

Radiation 

A  course  on  Radiation  Protection  for  Medical  Staff  held  at  the  Rutherford 
College  of  Technology,  Newcastle,  was  attended  by  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  during  the  Autumn. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  their 
Circular  No.  12/61  referred  to  Section  25  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  under 
which  local  authorities  could  undertake,  or  contribute  towards  the  cost  of 
investigations  and  research  into  problems  of  air  pollution. 

At  the  same  time,  a  Working  Party  on  Atmospheric  Pollution  Investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  decided  to  carry 
out  a  national  survey  into  atmospheric  pollution;  the  aim  of  which  was  to 
judge  the  progress  made  towards  clean  air  throughout  the  country.  In  arranging 
the  survey  all  towns  in  the  country  were  divided  into  categories  according  to 
their  suspected  atmospheric  pollution  and  then  towns  were  selected  at  random 
from  each  category. 

Stanley  was  one  of  the  towns  selected,  and  the  Council  were  asked  if  they 
would  agree  to  take  part  in  the  survey  and  arrange  for  measurements  of  smoke 
and  sulphur  dioxide  to  be  taken  at  different  sites  in  the  area.  The  Council 
agreed  to  co-operate  and  decided  to  discontinue  the  measurements  taken  by 
deposit  gauges  (first  started  in  April,  1955).  For  readings  for  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year  see  Appendix  F. 

Equipment  for  the  measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  was  set  up 
at  the  following  three  sites  approved  by  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory. 

1.  Council  Offices,  Site  representing  commercial  area. 

Front  Street, 

Stanley. 

2.  Workshop,  Site  representing  high  density  population. 

Mundell  Street, 

South  Moor. 

3.  Maintenance  Cabin,  Site  representing  low  density  population. 

South  Stanley. 

Measurements  were  started  on  9th  October,  1961,  and  forwarded  monthly 
to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 

Meetings  of  the  County  Workable  Areas  Committee  and  the  Durham 
No.  2  Area  Committee  were  held  in  Durham  during  the  year  where  problems 
arising  from  routine  control  work  were  discussed.  Ministry  Regional  and 
Divisional  Officers  attend  to  offer  technical  advice  where  necessary. 

A  member  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  staff  attended  a  Ministry 
refresher  course  on  rodent  control  held  at  Durham. 

As  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  the  main¬ 
tenance  treatment  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  was  carried  out  at 
two  six-monthly  intervals — the  first  treatment  between  13th  March  and  7th 
April  and  the  second  between  16th  October  and  3rd  November. 

During  the  year  12  food  shops  and  food  preparation  rooms  and  4  schools 
were  dealt  with  because  of  rat  or  mice  infestations.  Fifty-one  private  dwelling 
houses  received  treatment  for  the  eradication  of  rodents  free  of  charge. 


15 


(b)  HOUSING  AND  FACTORIES 


(i)  General 

The  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  received  during  January 
and  February,  196.1  was  1,634  which  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Families  without  Homes  ...  ...  ...  503 

Overcrowding  (Family  Units)  ...  ...  191 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Aged  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Slum  Clerance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  208 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  397 


Total  ...  ...  1,634 


The  following  144  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as 


compared  with  88  in  the  previous  year:— 

2  Bedroom  type  ...  : ..  ...  ...  26 

3  Bedroom  type  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Aged  Persons’  Homes  with  2  bedrooms  ...  22 


Total  ...  ...  144 


No.  of  new  Council  houses  let  during  year 

(including  22  Aged  Persons’  Homes)  ...  144 

Casual  Lettings  (including  35  Aged  Persons’ 

Homes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

The  following  66  privately  owned  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  70  in  1961 : — 

3  Bedroom  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

2  Bedroom  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  9 

3  Bedroom  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  23 


Total  ...  ...  66 


The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  in  Council  houses  (281)  during  the 
year  was  906  (including  83  persons  rehoused  in  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows). 


(ii)  Improvement  Grants — Housing  (Financial  Provisions  Act),  1958,  House 
Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants 

The  following  particulars  cover  the  year  1961  and  the  period  from  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  to  31st  December,  1961 : — 


No.  of  preliminary  applications  ... 

No.  of  preliminary  applications  recommended  ... 
No.  of  preliminary  applications  withdrawn 
No.  of  preliminary  applications  refused 
No.  of  grants  approved 

No.  of  withdrawals  after  grants  recommended 
No.  of  houses  improved  and  grants  paid... 

No.  of  preliminary  applications  deferred... 

Total  amount  of  grants  paid 


Year 

Since 

1961 

Inception 

86 

898 

61 

815 

17 

76 

.  — 

22 

64 

657 

1 

6 

242 

518 

.  - 

2 

.  £47,230 

£89,675 
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(b)  Standard  Grants 

During  the  year  72  applications  for  a  “  Standard  Grant  ”  were  received 
as  compared  with  74  in  1960. 

The  following  particulars  cover  the  year  1961  and  the  period  from  the 
inception  of  the  scheme  to  31st  December,  1961 : — 


No.  of  preliminary  applications  ... 

No.  of  preliminary  applications  withdrawn 
No.  of  preliminary  applications  refused 
No.  of  formal  applications  received 
No.  of  grants  approved 
No.  of  grants  paid  ... 

Amount  of  grants  paid 


Year 

Since 

1961 

inceptio 

72 

161 

13 

36 

3 

3 

40 

90 

35 

85 

33 

58 

£3,303 

£5,900 

(iii)  Medical  Priority 

The  Council’s  practice  of  allocating  a  number  of  houses  to  medical  cases 
continued  and  in  view  of  our  concern  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  area,  all  this  allocation,  with  the  exception  of  one,  was  granted  to  families 
who  had  one  or  more  members  suffering  from  this  disease. 

A  total  of  100  applicants  for  Council  houses  requested  medical  priority 
during  the  year  but  only  30  (16  being  Families  without  Homes  and  14  House¬ 
holders)  were  considered  to  justify  special  consideration.  Of  these,  13  families 
(45  persons)  were  rehoused  making  a  total  of  221  since  1946  on  medical  grounds. 
In  addition,  3  families  were  granted  housing  transfers  on  medical  grounds. 


(iv)  Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation 

During  the  year  115  houses  were  allocated  to  families  from  slum  clearance 
properties,  350  persons  being  involved,  averaging  3.0  persons  per  house. 

(a)  Individual  Orders 

One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  individual  demolition  orders  and  2  closing 
orders  (1  on  part  of  a  building)  were  made  on  properties  throughout  the  district. 
Three  undertakings  not  to  use  premises  for  human  habitation  and  2  under¬ 
takings  to  carry  out  improvements  were  received  from  owners  and  accepted  by 
the  Council. 

(b)  Clearance  Area 

Demolition  of  the  6  remaining  properties  in  the  East  Pontop  Clearance 
Area  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

(c)  Demolition  of  Property 

During  the  year  a  number  of  owners  failed  to  demolish  their  properties  in 
accordance  with  the  demolition  orders  served  on  them  and  it  Avas  found  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  Council  to  take  action  in  default. 
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Four  properties  were  demolished  by  the  Council’s  contractor  during  the 
year  and  tenders  for  the  demolition,  and  where  possible  clearance  of  the  sites, 
of  a  further  55  properties  have  been  requested  from  demolition  contractors. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  came  into  operation.  This 
extended  the  powers  of  the  local  authority  with  regard  to  demolition  and  site 
clearance  but  only  in  respect  of  properties  where  demolition  commenced  after 
4th  October,  1961,  the  date  when  the  Act  came  into  operation. 


(v)  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  Number  of  inspections  and  revisits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,632 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub  head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Remedy  of  Defects,  Demolition  or  Closing  of  Properties  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices: — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 


informal  action  by  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(2)  Number  of  individual  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(3)  Number  of  individual  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  certified  unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  and  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

( 1 )  Proceedings  under  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  1957  Housing  Act : — 
(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices:— 

(i)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(i)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

(c)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  the  result  of  undertakings  ...  1 

(d)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 

(e)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to  use  for 

human  habitation  were  given  and  accepted  ...  ...  ...  3 


(f)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  to  carry  out 

improvements  were  given  and  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Proceedings  under  the  appropriate  Sections  of  the  1957  Housing  Act: 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Proceedings  under  Section  44,  Housing  Act,  1957: — 

Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished  ...  ....  ...  6 
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(vi)  Overcrowding 

The  number  of  applications  on  the  1961  Housing  List  is  191  as  compared 
with  210  in  the  previous  year.  These  are  confined  specifically  to  the  one-family 
unit  and  the  selection  of  tenants  is  based  on  the  points  system  of  two  persons 
to  one  room  and  allowing  for  separation  of  children  according  to  age  and  sex. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  and  families  together 
with  the  number  of  bedrooms: — 


No.  of  Persons 
in  House 

No. 

of  Persons 

No.  of 
Families 

No.  of  Bedrooms 

1 

1 

2 

3 

A 

4 

3 

183 

61 

60 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

268 

67 

52 

15 

— 

— 

5 

235 

47 

13 

34 

— 

— 

6 

72 

12 

2 

10 

— 

— 

7 

21 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

8 

8 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

787 

191 

127 

62 

2 

— 

During  the  year  26  families  (137  persons)  on  the  Overcrowding  List  were 
rehoused  in  Council  houses,  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  being  5.2. 


(vii)  Rent  Act,  1957 — Disrepair  Certificates 


The  following  gives  particulars  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
and  action  taken  during  the  year: — 


(1)  No.  of  applications  received  (Form  I) 

(2)  No.  of  Notices  to  landlords  of  the  Proposal  to  Issue  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  (Form  J) 

(3)  No.  of  applications  (Form  I)  withdrawn 

(4)  No.  of  applications  (Form  I)  refused 

(5)  No.  of  Undertakings  to  Remedy  the  Defects  within  Six  Months  received 
from  landlords  (Form  K) 

(6)  No.  of  Undertakings  carried  out  within  six  months 

(7)  No.  of  Undertakings  not  carried  out  within  six  months  ... 

(8)  No.  of  Disrepair  Certificates  (Form  L)  issued 

(9)  No.  of  applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  on  the 
Grounds  that  the  Defects  have  been  Remedied  (Form  M)  received  from 
landlords 

(10)  No.  of  Notices  served  upon  Tenants  that  the  Local  Authority  propose 
to  cancel  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  unless  objection  is  received  within 
three  weeks  of  the  Notice  (Form  N) 

(11)  No.  of  objections  received  from  tenants  against  the  cancellation  of 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(12)  No.  of  applications  from  tenants  for  a  Certificate  as  to  the  remedying  of 
Defects  specified  in  a  landlord’s  Undertaking  to  remedy  Defects  (Form  O) 

(13)  No.  of  Certificates  as  to  the  remedying  of  defects  (Form  P)  issued 

(14)  No.  of  Disrepair  Certificates  cancelled 


11 

10 

1 

Nil 

3 

3 

3 

5 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(viii)  Factories 


During  the  year  132  inspections  were  carried  out  in  the  factories  in  the 
Area.  (See  Appendix  C). 


The  following  is  a  list  of  factories  in  the  Area  at  the  31st  December,  1961 : — 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

Bakers 

Butchers  ... 

Soft  Drink  Manufacturers 
Milk  Pasteurisers 
Clothing  Manufacturers  ... 
Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Printers 

Ink  Manufacturers 
Plumbers 

Builders  and  Contractors 

Joiners 

Painters  ... 

Blacksmiths 

Boot  Repairers 

Radio  Repairers 

Brick  and  Tile  Manufacturers 

Watch  Repairers 

Glove  Manufacturers 

Drycleaners 

Electrical  Engineering  ... 
Marine  Dealers 
Motor  Repairers 
Timber  Buildings 
Building  Sites 
Ball  Bearing  Factory 
Sawmill 
Cycle  Repairer 
Slaughter  Houses 


6 

8 

20 

1 

1 

5 
4 
1 
1 

3 
13 

6 
7 

2 

4 
1 
3 

1 

2 

2 

26 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 
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There  were  46  out-workers  in  the  Area  at  31st  December,  1961  as 
follows : — 


Assembling  and  sewing  plastic  toilet  goods  ...  ...  3 

Hand  -sewing  gloves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Finishing  wearing  apparel  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(ix)  Caravans,  etc. 

The  temporary  licence  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269, 
granted  to  a  farmer  in  1960  for  the  use  of  a  caravan  for  his  own  occupation 
whilst  his  new  bungalow  was  being  built,  was  withdrawn  during  the  year  as 
the  farmer  had  taken  over  occupation  of  the  farm  house. 
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(c)  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Analysis  of  inspections  and  notices  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts : — 


Inspec¬ 
tions  and 
Re-visits 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing:  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts 

1,632 

90 

7 

99 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

Insufficient 

Defective 

12 

2 

14 

3 

2 

Drainage  ... 

441 

38 

4 

57 

Water  Supply 

19 

1 

— — 

1 

Food  Premises 

206 

11 

— 

4 

Shops  Act 

104 

— 

— 

_ 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses — Private 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

16 

— 

— 

1 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

132 

3 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals 

16 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles  ... 

15 

8 

1 

11 

Offensive  Accumulations 

8 

4 

— 

— — 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 

285 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act, 
1949  . 

1,105 

6 

2 

Rent  Act,  1957  ... 

21 

— 

16 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

71 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Foods 

260 

— 

— 

- - 

Aged  Persons’  Welfare  ... 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 

137 

4 

— 

1 

Samples  ... 

69 

— 

— 

— 

Pets  Act 

8 

1 

— 

1 

Noise  Act 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Miscellaneous 

293 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4,899 

181 

31 

182 

(d)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(i)  General 

During  the  year  206  inspections  were  made  of  the  various  types  of  food 
establishments  and  11  informal  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  to  carry 
out  certain  works.  Four  informal  notices  were  complied  with  during  the  year. 

The  general  standard  of  the  food  shops  in  the  area  is  improving,  new 
shop  fronts  being  installed  and  alterations  being  made  to  the  premises.  The 
storage  of  food  is  also  improving  and  more  owners  are  providing  refrigerators 
for  the  storage  of  perishable  food.  While  the  multiple  stores  are,  without 
doubt,  leading  the  way  in  this  respect  the  smaller  shops  are  following  suit. 
The  greatest  problem  in  the  smaller  one-man  business  is  the  lack  of  space 
available  on  the  premises,  resulting  in  overcrowding  of  the  shops  and  store¬ 
rooms  and  rendering  difficult  routine  cleaning  and  redecorating. 

(ii)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

The  following  were  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1961 : — 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms) 

Distributors  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  128 
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(iii)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

Prior  to  this  Act,  which  replaced  and  consolidated, with  amendments,  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954,  and  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  to 
1953,  this  Council  was  responsible  for  the  issuing  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  use 
the  special  designations.  However,  from  the  1st  January,  1961,  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960,  transfers  this  responsibility  to  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority — Durham  County  Council. 

(iv)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  premises  used  for  the  manufacture 
sale  and  storage  of  food. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  under  the  Act : — 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Ice  Cream  Storage 

•  •  • 

47 

Ice  Cream  Sale ... 

•  •  • 

131 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted  or  Pressed  Foods 

31 

Preparation  of  Preserved  Food — Fried  Fish 

... 

30 

In  addition  there  are  the  following  premises : — 

Bakehouses 

7 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  and  Canteens 

Shops : — 

28 

General  Dealers  ... 

98 

Grocers 

63 

Fruiterers 

22 

Confectionery 

32 

Wet  Fish  ... 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

78 

School  Kitchens 

3 

(v)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-1952 

All  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream  were 
frequently  inspected  during  the  year  and  a  good  standard  of  hygiene  was 
maintained. 


Samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  from  producers  and  dealers  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Results  were  as  follows  : 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III  ... 
Grade  IV 


No.  of 
Samples 

29 

4 

3 


Totals  ... 


36 


(vi)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  five  licensed  slaughterhouses 
in  the  area.  However,  as  these  slaughterhouses  were  not  brought  up  to  the 
required  standard  by  the  1st  July,  1961 — the  date  specified  by  the  Minister — 
the  Council  were  unable  to  renew  their  licences  after  that  date  and  slaughtering 
in  this  area  ceased  on  30th  June. 
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Later  the  owner /occupiers  of  three  of  the  slaughterhouses  made  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  Council  for  a  renewal  of  their  licence  stating  that  they  intended  to 
bring  their  premises  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  regulations.  Two  of 
these  later  withdrew  their  applications.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  third 
slaughterhouse  was  in  course  of  reconstruction  and  it  was  expected  that- 
slaughtering  would  commence  early  in  1962. 

Prior  to  the  closing  of  the  slaughterhouses  10  inspections  were  carried  out 
of  the  5  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  situated  in  Burnopfield,  Tantobie, 
Stanley,  South  Moor  and  Craghead. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  post  mortem 
and  ante  mortem  inspection  and  food  inspection  (100%  inspection  of  all 
dressed  carcases  was  obtained).  Details  of  carcases  and  their  organs  which  were 
condemned  are  given  in  Appendix  D. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  in  private  slaughterhouses  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year: — 

Cattle  (excluding  cows)  ...  ...  430 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Total . 1,151 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  and  destroyed : — 


243  tins  Meat 

5  ,,  Irish  Stew 

11  ,,  Poultry 

8  doz.  Chicken  Croquettes 
18  ,,  Haddock  Grillettes 

2 1  tins  Pudding 

726  ,,  Fruit 

7  , ,  Cream 

14  ,,  Rice 

2  „  Syrup 


54  tins 

Corned  Beef 

7  doz. 

Beef  Croquettes 

7  „ 

Turkey  Croquettes 

39  tins 

Fish 

45  „ 

Soup 

156  „ 

Vegetables 

34  „ 

Evaporated  Milk 

1  tin 

Peanut  Butter 

1  „ 

Sago 

100  lbs. 

Dessicated  Coconut 

(e)  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  con¬ 
firmed  during  the  year — there  being  544  as  compared  with  79  in  1960.  The 
increase  was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles. 

For  analysis  of  notified  and  confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see 
Appendix  B. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

The  service  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  has  continued  to  be  used 
extensively  by  General  Practitioners. 
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Specimens 


Year 

Submitted 

Positive 

1949 

887 

159 

1950 

2,475 

493 

1951 

1,335 

292 

1952 

1,039 

139 

1953 

3,649 

653 

1954 

1,271 

199 

1955 

2,354 

548 

1956 

1,340 

231 

1957 

1,157 

201 

1958 

1,119 

149 

1959 

994 

106 

1960 

1,162 

143 

1961 

997 

44 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the  Health 
Department,  Chest  Clinic  and  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area  for  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year. 


Bacteriological  Examinations 


Blood:  Culture 
Faeces: 

(a)  Enteric  Fever  ...* 

(b)  Other  Organisms 

Urine 

Swabs:  (Throat,  Nasal  and  Ear) 

(a)  Diphtheria 

(b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

(c)  Other  Organisms 
Sputum  for  Tuberculosis: 

(a)  Chest  Clinics 

(b)  Other  Medical  Services 
Ice  Cream 

Water 

Milk  . 

Frozen  Egg  ... 


Totals  ... 


Number  of 
Specimens 
submitted 


Positive 


136 

1 


29 


} 


4 


798 


15* 


37 

7 

8 
6 


997 


44 


*  Taken  from  8  Cases 


Communicable  Diseases  in  Hospitals 

During  the  year  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  needing  hospitalisation 
were  admitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 


Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  year  1961 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  the  Area  during  the  year : — 
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Disease 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Notified 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

13 

13 

_____ 

Whooping  Cough 

62 

62 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

662 

662 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

34 

34 

7 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

15 

15 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

7 

3 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

795 

791 

9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  13  cases  notified  as  compared  with  9  last  year. 
The  infections  were  mild  in  type,  none  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  there  were 
no  deaths. 

Measles.  The  epidemic  of  measles  commenced  in  October,  1960,  reached 
its  peak  in  January  (246  cases  during  the  month).  By  the  end  of  June  only 
sporadic  cases  were  being  notified.  Of  the  662  cases  notfied  during  the  year, 
427  were  under  the  age  of  5  years.  One  child,  aged  2J  years,  was  removed  to 
hospital  with  measles  and  bronchitis. 

Whooping  Cough.  Sixty-two  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  area  as 
compared  with  85  in  the  previous  year.  None  were  admitted  to  hospital  and 
there  were  no  deaths.  The  continued  high  incidence  underlines  the  need  for 
immunisation  against  this  disease. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  whooping  cough  can  still  be  a  dangerous 
disease  in  childhood,  particularly  in  children  under  1  year.  For  this  reason 
immunisation  should  be  commenced  at  the  age  of  3  months  and  can  be  given 
either  as  whooping  cough  vaccine  alone,  as  vaccine  combined  with  diphtheria, 
or  triple  vaccine  (diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus).  The  County  Council 
provides  general  practitioners  with  all  of  these  vaccines. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  during  the 
year — children  born  in  1960  and  1961  and  vaccinated  during  1961  expressed 
as  a  percentage  of  live  births  during  the  12  months  ended  30th  June,  1961 — was 
74  per  cent  as  compared  with  69  per  cent  and  58  per  cent  for  England  and  Wales 
and  Durham  County  respectively. 

Poliomyelitis.  For  the  seventh  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  notified.  Early  in  the  year,  in  view  of  the  markedly  greater  risk  of 
infection  to  which  children  in  school  are  exposed,  it  was  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  that  a  reinforcing  fourth  dose  should  be  offered  to  children 
when  they  entered  school  (normally  at  the  age  of  5  years)  and  also  to  children 
of  5  and  over  already  at  school  who  had  not  reached  the  age  of  12  years.  In  all 
cases  the  reinforcing  fourth  dose  was  to  be  administered  not  earlier  than  1  year 
after  the  third  dose  but  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible. 

As  there  were  approximately  2,000  children  in  this  area  who  required 
fourth  injections,  special  clinics  were  arranged. 
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Since  the  inception  of  the  vaccination  scheme  1,983  children  have  received 
four  injections,  8,072  persons  3  injections  and  1,548  persons  2  injections.  These 
figures  include  those  vaccinated  by  general  medical  practitioners  in  their 
surgeries. 

Dysentery.  There  were  15  notified  cases  during  the  year  as  qompared 
with  91  in  the  previous  year.  Five  of  the  cases  were  clinical  cases  (i.e.,  not  proved 
bacteriologically)  and  the  other  10  cases  were  found  to  be  due  to  infection  by 
shigella  sonnei.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  nature. 

Food  Poisoning.  During  the  year  there  were  7  cases  of  food  poisoning 
notified,  3  being  confirmed.  Three  families  were  involved,  the  infecting  organism 
in  each  case  belonging  to  the  salmonella  group.  It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the 
origin  in  any  case.  Details  of  the  organisms  were  as  follows: — 

Salmonella  manhattan  ...  ...  1  case 

,,  typhi-murium  ...  2  cases 

Unfortunately,  1  case,  a  man  aged  69  years,  suffering  from  infection  with 
Salmonella  typhi-murium,  died  at  home. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  woman  aged  48  years,  a  resident  in  this  area, 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  salmonella  manhattan  infection  whilst  in 
Shotley  Bridge  Hospital. 


Diphtheria.  For  the  sixth  consecutive  year  there  were  no  cases  of  this 
disease  notified  and  it  is  now  10  years  since  the  last  death  was  caused  by  diph¬ 
theria  in  this  area.  It  is  most  important  however,  that  at  least  75  per  cent  of  all 
children  are  given  protection  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and  booster 
injections  at  the  ages  of  5  and  9  years. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  only  60  per  cent  of  children  under  5  years  had 
received  the  necessary  injections  within  the  last  4  years  and  only  43  per  cent 
of  school  children  could  be  considered  to  have  adequate  immunity  as  compared 
with  56  per  cent  and  34  per  cent  for  Durham  County  and  64  per  cent  and  51 
per  cent  for  England  and  Wales. 

Number  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Diphtheria  since  1937  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  No.  of 

Y  ear  Cases  Deaths 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 


332 

395 

196 

173 

105 

125 

113 

145 

97 

37 

11 

3 

1 

2 

1 


13 

23 

6 

10 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 
1 
1 
1 


1 


1 
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Smallpox.  The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  vaccinated  against 
smallpox  during  the  year: — 


Total  Number 
of  Primary 
Vaccinations 


Number  of  Infants 

under  1  year  Number 

Vaccinated  Re- vaccinated 


254 


187 


50 


The  significant  figure  in  smallpox  vaccination  is  the  proportion  of  infants 
vaccinated  under  one  year.  In  Stanley  this  figure  is  26  per  cent,  in  England  and 
Wales  40  per  cent  and  in  Durham  County  33  per  cent.  The  importance  of 
vaccination  in  infancy  cannot  be  over-emphasized,  as  with  increasing  air  travel 
there  is  always  the  risk  of  smallpox  being  introduced  into  this  country.  When 
infants  reach  the  age  of  three  months,  a  pamphlet  regarding  vaccination  is  sent 
to  the  parents  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


Tuberculosis.  Thirty  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  32  in  1960.  There  were  2  deaths,  from  this  disease,  the  lowest 
number  on  record,  as  compared  with  8  in  the  previous  year,  the  ages  at  the  time 
of  death  being  53  and  61  years.  The  male  aged  53  years  was  notified  as  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  July,  1959  whilst  the  second  male,  aged  61 
years,  was  notified  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis  only  11  days  before  death.  Both 
patients  died  in  hospital. 


For  the  eighth  consecutive  year,  in  addition  to  the  scheme  for  the  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  contacts  of  Tuberculosis  cases  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  eligible  school 
children  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccine  at  the  various  schools  during  school 
hours.  For  particulars  of  the  scheme  see  page  32. 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  heat  treated  in  such  a  way  that  the 


tubercle  bacilli  are  killed. 

1 .  Statistics 

Non- 

(a)  No.  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year:- 

—  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Males 

18 

1 

19 

Females 

8 

3 

11 

Totals  ... 

26 

4 

30 

(b)  No.  of  deaths  registered: — 

Males 

2 

— 

2 

Females 

...  — 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

— 

2 

(c)  No.  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 

Males 

204 

39 

243 

Females 

177 

41 

218 

Totals 

381 

80 

461 
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Age  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  are  as  follows : — 


CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Period 

Pulm 

onary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11—15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—20 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21—25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26—30 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31—35 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36—40 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41—45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46—50 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

51—55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

56—60 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

61—65 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

66—70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

71—75 

76—80 

81—85 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

8 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

l 

A 

J 

l. 

Y 

26 

4 

2 

) 

J 

Totals 

30 

“V 

2 

Number  and  Rates  per  1,000  population  of  notifications  and  deaths  together 
with  Sanatoria  admissions  over  the  last  25  years  are  as  follows : — 


Year 

No.  of 
Notifications 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Sanatoria 
Admissions 

1937 

52 

1.0 

21 

.41 

_ 

1938 

85 

1.6 

18 

.35 

— 

1939 

74 

1.5 

25 

.50 

— 

1940 

70 

1.5 

27 

.56 

— 

1941 

66 

1.4 

32 

.69 

— 

1942 

52 

1.1 

22 

.48 

— 

1943 

73 

1.6 

30 

.66 

— 

1944 

53 

1.1 

21 

.46 

— 

1945 

45 

0.9 

26 

.56 

— 

1946 

67 

1.2 

24 

.50 

28 

1947 

83 

1.7 

34 

.70 

29 

1948 

91 

1.8 

30 

.61 

31 

1949 

73 

1.5 

17 

.35 

37 

1950 

64 

1.3 

16 

.33 

29 

1951 

96 

2.0 

8 

.16 

68 

1952 

63 

1.3 

11 

.23 

64 

1953 

58 

1.2 

11 

.23 

40 

1954 

67 

1.4 

5 

.10 

68 

1955 

38 

0.8 

13 

.27 

56 

1956 

39 

0.8 

3 

.06 

49 

1957 

43 

0.9 

5 

.10 

40 

1958 

28 

0.6 

4 

.08 

37 

1959 

26 

0.5 

3 

.06 

24 

1960 

32 

0.7 

8 

.17 

33 

1961 

30 

0.6 

2 

.04 

24 

28 


2.  Tuberculosis  Services  in  the  Area 


(i)  At  the  Chest  Clinic  at  South  Moor  Hospital  there  are  special  sessions 
for  contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  During  the  year  78  contacts  were 
skin  tested,  65  were  found  to  be  tuberculin  negative,  and  were  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  In  addition,  19  newborn  children  were  given  B.C.G.  without  skin  tests. 


(ii)  Those  needing  sanatorium  treatment  are  in  the  main  admitted  to 
the  Maiden  Law  Tuberculosis  Unit;  those  needing  major  surgical  treatment 
being  transferred  to  Seaham  Hall,  Poole  or  Wolsingham  Sanatorium.  During 
the  year  24  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  hospital  treatment. 


(iii)  There  were  461  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Most  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  as  disabled  persons  and  each  patient  is  assessed  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
before  returning  to  work.  There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  Chest 
Physician  and  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer,  and  if  thought  suitable,  a 
course  of  industrial  rehabilitation  at  Felling  Unit  is  arranged  and  some  patients 
are  referred  to  Finchale  Abbey  Training  Centre  for  further  training.  During  the 
year  one  patient  attended  the  industrial  rehabilitation  unit. 


(iv)  After-care  responsibility  rests  entirely  with  the  Durham  County 
Council.  Nursing  requisites  are  stored  in  Durham  City. 


(v)  The  annual  vaccination  of  schoolchildren  in  the  Stanley  area  was 
carried  out  during  the  months  of  October  and  November.  On  this  occasion 
children  of  12  years  and  upwards,  and  because  of  the  convenience  of  doing 
whole  school  classes,  a  few  children  under  the  age  of  12  were  included  for  vac¬ 
cination.  The  parents  of  1,373  children  consented  to  have  their  children  given 
skin  tests  and  if  necessary  given  B.C.G.  vaccine.  Of  these,  967  were  negative 
reactors  and  962  were  given  B.C.G.  (see  details  on  page  32).  The  age  groups  of 
those  vaccinated  were  as  follows : — 


12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 


ars  of  age 

99  99 

99  99 

99  99 

99  9* 

99  99 

99  99 

35 

345 

430 

143 

6 

2 

1 


Total  ...  962 


Of  the  244  positive  reactors  it  was  considered  advisable  to  ask  the  parents 
of  17  children  to  consent  to  their  children  being  X-rayed.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  the  Chest  Physician  for  these  X-rays  to  be  carried  out  at  the  local 
chest  clinic  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  active  disease  detected  in  any  of  them. 

(vi)  Twelve  Council  houses  have  been  allocated  to  potentially  infectious 
Tuberculosis  cases  who  were  living  in  overcrowded  circumstances.  A  total  of 
219  families  have  been  rehoused  since  1946  on  grounds  of  Tuberculosis. 
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(vii)  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Stanley,  South  Moor,  Craghead, 
Annfield  Plain,  Tanfield  Lea  and  Dipton  from  4th  to  the  15th  December. 
Posters  and  leaflets  were  circulated  throughout  the  area  giving  dates  and  times 
of  sessions. 


It  is  important  for  all  men  over  45  years  of  age  to  have  an  annual  X-ray 
of  the  chest  as  it  is  in  this  age  group  that  the  greatest  incidence  of  chest  disease 
is  found.  The  X-rays  used  for  this  purpose  employ  only  a  tiny  charge  of  radiation 
and  the  machines  are  specially  designed  to  protect  the  body  from  this  small 
amount. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  X-rayed 

685 

617 

1,302 

No.  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

30 

16 

46 

Abnormalities  revealed : 

Tuberculosis:  close  supervision  or  treatment: 
(a)  Cases  notified  ... 

2 

2 

(b)  Cases  not  notified 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis:  occasional  supervision 

1 

— 

1 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY  RATES  1936-1961 


1961 

0961 

6961 

8961 

L96T 

9961 

9961 

*961 
£96  T 
6961 
I96T 

0961 

6*6  T 

8*6  T 

L*61 

9*61 

9*6T 

**6T 

8*6  T 
6*61 
1*61 
0*61 

6861 

8861 

£861 

9861 


8  199  *8610 

HV3A  H3d 

NOIIVTOdOd  000‘*  H3d  SIS01flOH3ani  WOHi  9HXV3Q  dO  H33WQN 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION  OF  ELIGIBLE  SCHOOLCHILDREN  IN  THE 
STANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT— OCTOBER  AND  NOVEMBER,  1961 


-p 

S3 

© 

00 

S3 


'o  w 

°  be 

2.S 


Q 

ffl 

© 


o 

©  03  . 

>  feO 

•FH  O 

^“"P  -P 
©SO 
bO  <3 
©  © 


£  Ph 


PQ 

S3 

© 


be 


© 

> 


ic 


-p 

■  c3  -g 

®  © 

&  « 


©  £ 


15 


s 

o 
oq  eg 
O  © 

Ph^ 


*^gq  g 
«  fl  © 

©  c_i 

>  M 


O 


©3 


CO 

-p 

S3 

© 

to 

S3 

O 

O 


O 

O 

P3 

© 

m 


o 

£ 


o 

£ 


o 


o 

£ 


o 


o 

£ 


©<NH«©MNiQt'©® 

©OO^lO^OCC©lOO® 

Ho6rPot>©i>ocl©30©3 

l>»OI>3>I>COr'*C'*l^r^OO 


COpHt^©lOlOt'COCOOOTtt 


OHHMOhNlOlOffilN 

Ot'^lQ0CO«©^O00 

nHi>oa6©iio©ico©co 


t" 

co 


«MI>©M^©CO(NIO 

C'OlOlOt-OOOOOO't 


©  i“H  CO  f-H  GO  Ct  ©3  f— H  r-H  CO  30 

OTfTtooNco^oaiji 

o6d©'^'^idi>iococo^ 

p*H  ©|  ©1  ©l  i“H  f-H  t— !  ©|  ©3  ©3  f-H 


©©©COOOOOhOCOIO 

^H©|rH©|TiHCO©3©3©3 


®O^OfflObCO(NMN 

©i  ©  co  »d  00  co  i-H  co  ©i  to 

ffi©©©O0©ffi©Q^)ffi 


©  l>  CO  30 
©  h  ©  ©  e 


©J  CO  I>  CO 
00  CO  (M  F-(  p-l  I> 

<“H  ©1  i-H  r-H  f— I  r-H 


TjHI>C3©©3t'-©3.-H©|30TtH 

»OH©OCC©lO«(N«X 

fH  pH  ©3  f>H  i-H  i-H  f-H 


Q 


S3 

p 

© 

© 

o 


S3 

p 

.  © 
Fp^ 

JD  o 

p 

© 


S3 

p 

© 

T3 

O 


03 


S  0O 


© 


OS 

CO 

be  S3  S3 
-£3  O  O 
o  -p  -P 


T3  © 

°  S 
© 
O 


-P  S  S3h  %  v  — 

o  Q  Q  cq  qq  cc 


„  m 

>,3 

m  -S 

.  cO 

l>  r— I 

gPn 

-rt  © 

S  to 

.2 

o3«5 


M  _ 

H*>  C3 

m  o 

•i  ® 

cS  ^ 

tP 

©  ©  © 

■g  5  c 

5  %  -2 

<1  H  m 


cS 

P 


30 

io 


03 

03 

30 

I> 


©1 

to 

03 


00 

CO 

I> 


to 

03 


©3 

03 


©3 


©J 

©I 

03 


to 

to 

©3 


CO 

l> 

CO 


co 

’eg 

-p 

o 

H 


03 


Ph 

o 

co 

© 

co 

O 

TJ 


S3 

© 

'be 

03 

cb 

Si 


O 

d 

w 


o 

<X> 

co 

co 

eg 

* 

£ 

© 

H 


S3  S3 

•  r-H  •  l"H 

P3  S 

M  5 


© 


© 


>•§ 

bC^H 

2  S3 

o  *  ^ 
-p  s 
S IhCC 
© 

©  © 

°  § 
vO  S3 
O'Ph 
co  © 

©  fSh 

►  Oh 

•  r— I  *  >“< 

bC^ 

Sl: 

CO  -g 

|Mr 

-2  © 

°  fG  ■ 

OH  • 

* 


CK 

w 

H 

O 

£ 


32 


intra-dermally. 

It  will  be  noted  that  19.27%  of  those  given  a  Tuberculin  Test  were  found  to  be  positive  as  compared 
with  12.6%  in  1960,  11.5%  in  1959,  18.7%  in  1958,  13.2%  in  1957,  19.3%  in  1956,  19.6%  in  1955, 
23.5%  in  1954  and  35%  in  1949.  In  October  and  November,  1961,  76.38  were  Tuberculin  Negative. 


B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


In  1948  the  County  Council  adopted  the  Ministry  approved  scheme  for 
dividing  the  Administrative  County  into  Areas  for  each  of  which  an  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee  was  appointed.  Lanchester  Rural,  Consett  Urban  and 
Stanley  Urban  Districts,  with  a  total  population  of  approximately  100,000, 
comprise  No.  3  Area,  meetings  of  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  being  held 
quarterly.  The  Area  Office  is  situated  at  the  Health  Department,  Council 
Offices,  Tantobie. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  agreed  to  the  incorporation  in  this 
report  of  the  statistics  relating  to  the  personal  health  services. 

(a)  Clinics 

(i)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
East  Stanley  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

(ii)  Ante-  and  Post-Natal 

Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Friday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield — Alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  mornings. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  East  Stanley — Alternate  Friday 
mornings. 


Post-natal  clinics  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
East  Stanley  on  alternate  Friday  mornings. 

(iii)  Child  Welfare 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  afternoons. 

U.M.  Schoolroom,  Burnopfield — Alternate  Thursdays. 

Hedley  Memorial  Hall,  Craghead — Alternate  Wednesday  afternoons. 
♦Community  Service  Centre,  Dipton — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Parochial  Hall,  South  Moor — Alternate  Monday  afternoons. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  East  Stanley — Wednesday. 
♦Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tanfield  Lea — Alternate  Tuesdays. 

♦Primarily  C.W.C. — But  Ante-Natal  seen  where  necessary. 


(iv)  Artificial  Sunlight 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

Chapel  Schoolroom,  Catchgate — Tuesday  mornings  and  alternate  Friday 
mornings. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  East  Stanley — Wednesday  afternoons 
and  alternate  Friday  afternoons. 

(v)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  of  children  have  been  carried  out  at 

(i)  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  area  and 

(ii)  By  General  Medical  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with 
parents. 
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When  a  child  reaches  the  age  of  three  months,  propaganda  material  is 
sent  through  the  post  to  all  parents.  Details  of  facilities  together  with  consent 
forms  for  smallpox  vaccination  and  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisa¬ 
tion  are  enclosed  with  this  literature.  When  a  child  reaches  the  age  of  twelve 
months  and  four  years  nine  months,  further  propaganda  pamphlets  regarding 
diphtheria  immunisation  are  sent. 


Particulars  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  during  1961 


♦Whooping 

♦Tetanus 

Immunisation 

p 

^li  omy  el 

itis 

B.C.G. 

Vaccination 

uiyii 

I  mmun 

UllCllct 

isation 

VUI 

Immun 

^11 

isation 

Small 

pox 

Primary 

Booster 

Booster 

Pr’ry 

B’ster 

Pr’ry 

B’ster 

Pr’ry 

B’ster 

Vac. 

Re-Vac 

2  Inj. 

3rd  Inj. 

4th  Inj. 

638 

182 

630 

158 

240 

39 

254 

50 

1,232 

910 

1,983 

1,046 

*  Either  Single  or  in  Combination 


(vi)  School  Clinic 

The  clinic  at  High  Street,  East  Stanley,  is  open  daity  and  is  attended  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  by  the  full-time  School  Medical  Officer  who  also 
carries  out  the  routine  medical  inspections  of  children  at  the  schools  in  the 
Urban  District. 

(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services 

(i)  Domiciliary  Nursing 

Nine  nurses  made  a  total  of  24,472  home  visits  during  the  year,  11,010 
(45%)  of  which  were  made  to  patients  over  the  age  of  65  years.  In  addition, 
8,449  visits  for  injections  only  were  made  during  the  year.  The  following  is 
an  analysis  of  these  visits  and  the  types  of  cases  nursed : — 


AG] 

E  GROU 

PS 

CLASSIF 

ICATIOI1 

I 

Visits 

for 

Injections 

only 

0-5 

yrs. 

5-65 

yrs. 

65  + 
yrs. 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infec¬ 

tious 

Diseases 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Mater¬ 

nal 

Compli¬ 

cations 

Others 

New  cases 

67 

651 

368 

620 

424 

1 

37 

4 

— 

— 

Visits  paid 

570 

13,136 

11,010 

12,097 

8,637 

5 

2,744 

23 

966 

8,449 

(ii)  Midwifery 

During  the  year  740  live  and  still  births  were  assigned  to  the  Area,  60% 
occurred  in  hospital  and  40%  at  home,  9  of  the  midwife-booked  cases  of  the 
latter  being  delivered  in  the  presence  of  a  doctor.  There  were  12  stillborn 
births  and  11  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

Of  the  10  County  Midwives  carrying  out  domiciliary  midwifery  in  the 
district  3  own  cars  which  they  are  authorised  to  use  in  the  course  of  their 
official  duties.  All  are  trained  in  the  use  of  and  possess  apparatus  for  gas  and 
air  analgesia.  Approximately  75%  of  the  domiciliary  cases  were  given  gas  and 
air  analgesia. 
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(c)  Health  Visitors’  Service 

There  are  six  Health  Visitors  in  the  Stanley  Urban  District,  the  following 


domiciliary  visits  being  made  during  the  year: — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,019 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  693 

General  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Mental  Deficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  430 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,048 

Aged  People  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Total .  15,752 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  visits  paid  and  time  spent  at  welfare  centres, 


clinics,  schools,  special  schools  and  nursery  schools: — 

Effective  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15,752 

Ineffective  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,422 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,174 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  713 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health  visitor  22 

Time  (as  days)  spent: — 

(a)  at  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  ...  ...  403 

(b)  at  Chest  Clinics  and  Contact  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  186 

(c)  at  School  Head-to-Head  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  26 

(d)  at  School  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(e)  at  School  Medical  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(f)  at  Special  Schools  and  Nursery  Schools  ...  ...  16 


(d)  County  Ambulance  Service 

The  Urban  District  is  served  primarily  by  the  County  Ambulance  Depot 
situated  in  East  Street,  East  Stanley.  The  establishment  of  personnel  and 


vehicles  at  this  depot  is  as  follows: — 

Head  Driver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Driver  attendants  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  27 

Telephonists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  1 

Ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ? 

Light  sitting  case  ambulances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Operating  under  the  overall  supervision  of  the  Central  Control  at  Durham, 
to  which  it  is  linked  by  direct  telephone  line,  the  depot  acts  as  a  reception 
point  for  calls  on  the  Service  arising  in  the  North-West  portion  of  the  County. 
It  provides  a  24-hour  emergency  service  for  this  area  besides  being  available 
to  provide  transport  for  out-patients  attending  hospital  for  examination  and 
treatment. 

A  proportion  of  the  vehicles  are  equipped  with  radio  and  this  additional 
form  of  control  is  exercised  direct  from  Durham. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Stanley 
depot  during  the  year.  While  the  bulk  of  this  work  relates  to  the  transporting 
of  patients  residing  in  the  Urban  District,  a  portion  of  it  is  concerned  with 
patients  living  outside  the  area  who  have  been  conveyed  as  emergency  cases 
from  parts  of  the  North-West  area  referred  to  above  for  which  the  depot  is 
responsible.  To  some  small  extent,  also,  the  co-ordination  of  out-patient 
journeys  on  a  County  basis  accounts  for  the  inclusion  of  other  non-residents 
of  the  Urban  District. 


Journeys 

Patients  carried 

Mileage 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

6,864 

4,835 

16,926 

21,761 

176,038 

(e)  Domestic  Help  Service 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1961,  335  cases  in  this  district  were  being 
served  by  a  Home  Help.  There  were  94  new  cases  during  the  year  and  of  the 
total  of  429  cases  receiving  the  services,  400  were  chronic  sick  (including  aged 
and  infirm),  25  were  suffering  from  sickness,  2  were  maternity  cases  and  2  were 
tuberculosis  cases.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  358  cases  in  the  area. 

(f)  Mental  Health  Services 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children: — 

A  wing  of  the  former  I.D.  Hospital  at  Villa  Real  converted  in  June,  1953, 
has  continued  to  be  used  for  mentally  defective  children  excluded  from  school 
under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  Twelve  males  up  to  the  age  of 
16  years,  14  females  under  21  and  4  females  over  21  from  the  North-West  of 
Durham  travel  daily  to  this  Centre.  The  Education  Department  has  arranged 
from  the  outset  provision  of  school  meals  and  free  milk  for  these  pupils.  A 
special  bus  collects  pupils  each  morning  and  returns  them  to  their  homes  each 
afternoon. 


(g)  Local  Health  Authority  Hostel  Accommodation 

Admission  of  those  needing  care  and  attention  to  local  health  authority 
hostels  is  arranged  directly  with  the  County  Health  Department  but  cases 
requiring  urgent  attention  are  often  referred  by  their  own  doctors  to  the  local 
health  department. 


During  the  year  17  persons  were  admitted  to  residential  accommodation 
as  follows : — 

Males  Females 


Grove  Park,  Barnard  Castle  ...  ...  ...  1*  — 

Stanfield  House,  Stanley  ...  ...  ...  ...  3(2*)  4 

Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester  (Part  III)  ...  4  4 

Glenroyde  House,  Consett  ...  ...  ...  3  1 

General  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street  (Part  III)  —  1* 


*  Transfers  from  other  hostels 
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During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948-51,  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  one  old  person. 
The  case  was  that  of  an  old  lady  aged  89  years  who  was  suffering  from  grave 
chronic  disease  and  was  unable  to  devote  to  herself  and  not  receiving  from  other 
persons  proper  care  and  attention.  She  was  removed  to  Lee  Hill  Hospital  and 
as  she  later  agreed  to  stay  in  hospital  it  was  not  necessary  to  apply  for  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  Order.  She  died  22  days  after  admission. 

(h)  Physically  Handicapped  Persons 

A  club  run  by  and  for  the  physically  handicapped  operates  very  success¬ 
fully  in  this  district.  Meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday  in  Stanley  and  all 
handicapped  persons  are  welcome. 

C.  HOSPITAL  AND  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS’  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA 

Hospital  Services 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West  Durham 
Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the  following  information  on  the 
Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 


Maiden  Law  Hospital 

At  31st  December,  1961,  the  following  number  of  beds  was  available: — 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

30 

Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis) 

60 

Orthopaedic 

24 

Total  ... 

114 

Lee  Hill  Hospital 

This  Hospital,  with  a  complement  of  307  beds  (62  of  which  are  used  as 

Part  III  accommodation  for  the  County  Council)  and  a 

Medical  Out-patients’ 

Department,  deals  with  the  Chronic  Sick  and  includes 
paedic  Tuberculosis  cases. 

a  section  for  Ortho- 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows : — 

Orthopaedic 

28 

Mental  ... 

44 

Chronic  Sick 

173 

Part  III  Accommodation 

62 

Total  ... 

307 

Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital 

Out-patient  facilities  for  all  specialties  exist  at  this  hospital.  The  529  beds 


are  allocated  as  follows : — 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  108 

Medical  .  94 

Gynaecological  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  71 

Paediatrics  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  4 

Thoracic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Radiotherapy  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  50 

Plastic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 


Total 


529 


37 


Richard  Murray  Hospital 

There  are  32  Obstetric  beds  at  this  Hospital. 


Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Patients  in  the  Area  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  were  admitted  to 
the  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

South  Moor  Hospital 

The  38  beds  are  allocated  as  follows : — 

Thoracic  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Orthopaedic  and  General  Surgery  ...  ...  8 

General  Surgery  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Out-patients  facilities  for  Surgery,  Medicine,  Ophthalmology,  etc.,  also 

exist  at  this  hospital. 


Chest  Clinic 

As  from  the  12th  October,  1953,  the  Chest  Clinic  in  the  grounds  of  the 
South  Moor  Hospital  replaced  the  service  provided  at  the  unsuitable  premises 
at  Barnhill. 


The  following  sessions  operate : — 

Monday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Monday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 

Tuesday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Thursday  mornings,  9.15  a.m.  each  week 
Thursday  afternoons,  2  p.m.  each  week 


Males 

Contacts  of  known  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Pneumoconiosis  cases 
Females 

Children  up  to  16  years  of  age  and 
B.C.G.  vaccination. 


Venereal  Diseases 

In  view  of  the  increasing  incidence  of  venereal  disease,  and  following  a 
request  from  a  local  hospital,  it  was  decided  that  some  publicity  should  be  given 
as  to  where  treatment  could  be  obtained.  Accordingly,  a  notice  giving  details 
of  the  hospitals  providing  treatment  was  displayed  in  each  public  convenience 
in  the  area. 

Treatment  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  provided  by  clinics  outside  the  area 
as  follows: — 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne: 

Males  and  Females : — 

Monday  to  Friday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon;  2  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Saturday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Durham  County  Hospital: 

Females:  Monday,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Males:  Monday  4.30  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 


Executive  Council  Service 

There  are  22  general  medical  practitioners,  4  dentists,  9  ophthalmic  medical 
practitioners  (who  test  sight)  and  12  chemists  operating  in  the  Urban  District. 
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APPENDIX  B 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  AND  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  1961 
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Name  of  Disease 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum... 

Totals  ... 
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Notified.  C. — Confirmed. 


APPENDIX  C 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937- 
1959. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

20 

20 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

99 

95 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

17 

17 

_____ 

i 

1 

Totals  ... 

136 

132 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.3)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

- * 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

2 

■  -  1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes... 

1 

— ■ 

— — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Totals  ... 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— - 
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APPENDIX  D 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Totals 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

430 

— 

— 

692 

29 

— 

1,151 

Number  inspected 

430 

— 

— 

692 

29 

— 

1,151 

All  Diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  AND  CYSTICERCI: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ ___ 

_ 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

133 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

134  ( 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

30.9 

0.29 

11.7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ... 

0.7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0.26 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 

demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  E 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS 


Totals 

Totals 

No.  of  Properties  inspected — notification 

190 

— survey  ... 

131 

— otherwise 

287 

608 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  including  re-inspections 

1,111 

No.  of  Properties  inspected  and  found  to  be  infested  with: 

Rats  Major... 

11 

Minor... 

70 

Mice  Major... 

3 

Minor... 

60 

144 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  the  Local  Authority: 

L.A.  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Others  including  business  premises  ...  ...  ...  4P> 

Agricultural  ... 

-  144 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  144 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served — Treatment  ...  ...  0 

— Structural  ...  ...  — 

-  6 

No.  of  Third  Party  Premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Total  cost  charged  to  Third  Party  Premises  ...  ...  £68 


APPENDIX  F 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  following  gives  the  amounts  of  deposit  at  each  particular  site  per 
month : 


Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month 

Moore 

Keir  Hardie 

Weardale 

East 

Street 

Avenue 

Terrace 

Castle 

January 

12.45 

14.28 

18.08 

14.04 

February 

19.80 

11.82 

5.37 

17.76 

March  ... 

12.95 

10.07 

15.97 

8.55 

1  April 

12.22 

— 

13.71 

13.54 

May 

16.04 

15.47 

19.28 

11.66 

Average 

1 

14.69 

17.21 

14.48 

13.11 
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